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The Meeting was attended by 44 delegates (see below). The time was used mainly to discuss SAFRINET’s past, present and future.

SAFRINET has achieved outstanding results in capacity building, particularly in training technicians and publishing laboratory manuals. It firmly believes that SAFRINET countries should:

· Develop their taxonomic organizations, including training staff and expanding their natural history collection.

· Provide identification and basic information services.

Towards achieving its goals the Meetings agreed that:

1.
There should be a list of SADC specialists. The SAFRINET national co-ordinators undertook to submit lists to the Network Co-ordinator, who would place them on the SAFRINET web site.

2.
There should be regular reporting of national SAFRINET activities. The SAFRINET national co-ordinators undertook to report regularly to the Network Co-ordinator.

3. Information should be more readily available, and that electronic media were the most efficient and effective way to achieve this. Dr John Irish undertook to develop a programme that would result in SADC taxonomic information being made electronically available.

4.
In SAFRINET the current urgency in taxonomic capacity lies in the identification and information services. As the development of fully functional taxonomic service is a long-term and extremely costly exercise, SAFRINET undertook an in depth survey to find short-term, cost effective, alternatives for providing these services. The result clearly demonstrated that with the use of sophisticated, user friendly, identification tools (electronic and molecular tools) and electronic information services, taxonomic capacity for routine services could be effectively, and efficiently, developed in the user community. The SAFRINET Co-ordinating Committee felt that because this new venture will involve close collaboration between scientists, technicians, information technologists and users, it should be initiated as a relatively small, manageable, pilot project. The Southern African Development Community’s (SADC) phytosanitary services had previously shown extreme interest in this new venture, and for most SADC countries had attended 3GTW. They agreed, and signed a Declaration, to:

· Prioritze organism groups and commodities.

· Implement the results (products) of successful projects.

The Network Co-ordinator, Dr Connal Eardley, undertook to further develop this initiative.

5. SAFRINET showed extreme sensitivity about the introduction, and expanding use, of genetically modified organisms (GMO) in SADC. They agreed that this is not a taxonomic capacity building need, but nevertheless asked the BioNET-International Technical Secretariat to report to SAFRINET on issues they become aware of regarding GMOs in SADC.
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