3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop. Monday 8th July, Opening Session.

Welcome and Introduction

Dr Nick King, Director, BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Technical Secretariat.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning, Bonjour, Buenas Dias, Salaam Malikom, Sanbonani. It is an absolute pleasure to welcome you here today, to 3GTW.  This, the Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Taxonomy Workshop (3GTW), follows on from the Founding Consultation in 1993 in London and the First and Second Global Workshops held in Cardiff in 1995 and 1999 respectively. The First Global Workshop in 1995 established the modus operandi for the Global Network and was instrumental in obtaining the necessary funds from donors to initiate activities. The second, in 1999, reviewed progress and, in recognising that the external environment had changed dramatically since BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s inception and that it was imperative to work with the plethora of rapidly-developing related global activities, set the agenda for placing the Global Network firmly in the international Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) arena.   During this time also, eight sub-regional Technical Cooperation Networks have been established and another six are in various stages of initiation.

This Third Workshop was planned to fall in the middle of two momentous occasions for taxonomy. The first was the submission and subsequent approval of the Global Taxonomy Initiative’s Programme of Work at CoP6 of the CBD in April this year. You will hear much more on this later today and during this whole week.  And the second is of course, the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in August 2002, here in Johannesburg, South Africa, a meeting of immense importance for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and sustainable development in general.

We have an ambitious agenda this week, developed in collaboration with the Secretariat of the CBD and UNESCO-MAB and in association with the Seretariat of the IPPC and wide consultation with the sub-regional networks. It is hugely important for us to recognise that we are not starting from scratch. We need to take cognisance of and build on past achievements such as the Darwin Declaration, which placed the concept of a Taxonomic Impediment firmly on the global screen.  Thus we need to remain focused on the workshop objectives and not rehash previous work. More on the objectives later. To ensure, therefore, that our efforts result in successful progress, delegates are urged to review the Darwin Declaration (p.12 of the Programme) and the Guidelines, Roles and Responsibilities for 3GTW participants (p.22-24).

At the end of 3GTW we hope to have significantly moved forward the taxonomic capacity building agenda in terms of an agreed partnershipping strategy and detailed action plans for overcoming the Taxonomic Impediment via implementation of the GTI Programme of Work and related initiatives.  I look forward to a stimulating week and making new friends and partners and bid you warmly welcome to South Africa and wish you all a very exciting and rewarding week.

