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Dr Keoagile Molapong, Chair: Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Division (FANR), SADC. Sustainable Agricultural Development, Sustainable Use of Natural Resources and Rural Livelihoods
Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, Good Morning.

SAFRINET is the southern African network of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, and within this Global Network it represents the group of 14 countries, which make up the Southern African Development Community, commonly referred to as SADC. The member countries are:

Angola;

Botswana;

Democratic Republic of the Congo;

Lesotho;

Malawi;

Mauritius;

Mozambique;

Namibia;

Seychelles;

South Africa;

Swaziland;

Tanzania;

Zambia; and,

Zimbabwe.

Each one of these countries is represented here today.

SADC began on 1 April 1980, as the outcome of the Lusaka Declaration: Southern Africa: Towards Economic Liberation. During the past 22 years it has grown from 10 to 14 countries and adapted to meet changing local and global needs, but has retained the same ultimate goal of economic liberation of the countries of the sub-region. 

The SADC countries comprise a very diverse region of plentiful, varied, natural resources. These include valuable mineral deposits; highly productive soils; inland waters such as the Okavango Delta, and several of the African Rift Valley lakes, such as Lake Malawi; a long, varied and highly productive coast line; diverse terrestrial biotypes ranging from arid desert to dripping tropical forests; and with numerous mountain ranges in a variety of different climatic zones. This has resulted in the SADC region comprising an enormous biological diversity, of which many groups of organisms are largely undocumented, with new discoveries appearing all the time.  Indeed, we have just this year had the exciting discovery in Namibia of the first new Order of insects to be described worldwide in over 90 years.

As with the rest of the world however, the SADC region suffers from extensive environmental degradation and fragmentation of ecosystems. This is caused inter alia by:

· General environmental degradation resulting from poorly planned and unsustainable development, economic exploitation and pollution;

· The spread of alien invasive species, including agricultural pests and disease;

· Habitat destruction due to poor resource use planning and management.

.

SADC is committed to the sustainable use and conservation of our natural resources, and is in the process of amalgamating its many Sector Co-ordinating Units concerned with natural resource management into one Directorate, the Directorate: Food Agriculture and Natural Resources (FANR). This will enable improved and integrated management and more sustainable use of natural resources, and avoid wasteful bureaucratic duplication.

SADC needs to manage its resources sustainably, whether it is for rural livelihoods, agriculture, fisheries, commercial forestry, recreation, tourism or to conserve our natural heritage. This cannot be adequately accomplished without:

· The identification and monitoring of the organisms that comprise the resources, such as the multitude of species that make up a healthy natural ecosystem;

· Extensive and open communication among all stakeholders;

· Access to relevant information, including scientific and technical details, management methods and organism identification tools.

In short, this cannot adequately take place without sufficient local taxonomic capacity. Taxonomy, perhaps more than any other discipline, is totally dependent on collaboration, cooperation, and communication, all of which, besides the essential human component, require some form of agreement on procedures and an infrastructural framework to operate successfully.

In recognition of these needs, the establishment and ongoing maintenance of SAFRINET, the southern African LOOP of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL was approved as an official SADC activity. The decision for such a regional, taxonomic capacity building Technical Cooperation Network is recorded in the Council of Ministers Decisions of the SADC Council of Ministers Meeting held in Maseru, Lesotho, August 1996.

The Decision reads, in part: 

“SAFRINET shall be established and function as a Technical Cooperation Network (TCN) in accordance with the principles of Technical Cooperation between Developing Countries (TCDC) as prescribed by UNDP, and as such shall be supported and sustained by SADC member governments, and accorded due priority in national development programmes.”
Thus the objectives of SAFRINET are:

· to establish and sustain within the SADC sub-region realistic self-reliance in biosystematics for the purposes of:

· supporting national and sub-regional programmes for sustainable agricultural development, and the conservation and sustainable use of the environment and biodiversity;

· assisting SADC Member Governments to meet their commitments to Agenda 21 of UNCED, and their obligations as signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity and in so doing, serving as an effective enabling activity under-pinning the broader interventions needed to assist SADC Member Governments to achieve full implementation of the Convention;

· providing SADC and individual Member Governments, and international organisations, NGOs, IGOs and donors with biological programmes within the sub-region, with the best possible advice on biosystematic matters, and the best possible biosystematic services in support of these programmes.

Since its enthusiastic inception in 1996, SAFRINET has become increasingly recognised as a SADC programme that:

· is truly sub-regional and national in its impact;

· is designed to resolve a well-defined and substantial SADC-wide problem;

· is a sound technical concept consistent with the approach and the priorities of the relevant sectors (Food, Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment);

· is critical for long-term environmentally sustainable development;

· addresses a stated sub-regional political objective i.e. economic liberation (via sustainable agricultural development, conservation and sustainable use of the environment and biodiversity).

SAFRINET as the means of providing vital scientific support for national and sub-regional programmes in the food, agriculture, natural resources and environment sectors is thus an integral contributor to SADC’s endeavours towards economic liberation through:

· Sustainable development and economic growth for alleviation of poverty and the generation of wealth and improvement in the standard and quality of life of SADC peoples; 

· Sustainable use of natural resources and effective protection of the environment; 

· Facilitation of free movement of capital, labour, goods, services and people throughout the sub-region; 

· Complementarity of national and regional strategies and programmes enhancing peace and security through political and socio-economic harmony; 

· Coordination and harmonisation of international relations and participation in the many multilateral environmental agreements;

· Self-sustaining development through collective self-reliance and interdependence of Member States.

· Strengthened social and cultural affinities and links among the SADC peoples.

Further, SAFRINET, as an integral component of SADC development activities, incorporates the following features to help achieve overall SADC objectives:

· information exchange and communication services;

· human resource development and capacity building programmes;

· utilisation of local experience and materials from earlier work;

· development and dissemination of new techniques and technologies;

· an infra-structure to address common issues, problems and policies.

In a region of the world where a large proportion of the population live in poverty and many are entirely dependent on natural resources for their daily livelihoods, SAFRINET offers the means of fundamentally underpinning the fight to eradicate poverty through such programmes as developing natural control methods to reduce and/or eliminate pest-induced losses of crops and of stored products.  This contributes substantially to better standards of living in terms of food security and/or higher incomes, especially in rural areas.  SAFRINET’s role in sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity likewise contributes to improving the quality of life of all, both human and animal.  SAFRINET also has a vital part to play in export and import trade in that it underpins an essential support service for quarantine and plant health certification which in turn are critical for the prevention of alien pest introductions into the SADC sub-region and for assurances of safe-origin of SADC exports.

The SADC countries in general and the FANR Division in particular fully recognise and appreciate the important role played by SAFRINET in these processes, through facilitating the following critical local activities:

· Networking and keeping people in communication with one another;

· Providing the structure and synergies for building taxonomic capacity;

· Developing inventories of our biodiversity;

· Establishing a focal point and hub for information exchange and dissemination;

· Driving the introduction of new technologies for organism identification services and taxonomic capacity building.

SAFRINET, this Technical Cooperation Network for taxonomic capacity building, is therefore a direct response to a clearly stated need. It is a demand-driven initiative which has exceptionally wide impact thoughout the realms of sustainable agricultural development, sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity and in sustainable livelihoods and health and wealth of all the peoples of the region. 

I have dwelt  at length on the important role played by SAFRINET in the SADC region to emphasise the critical role of taxonomy in sustainable development. Building the relevant taxonomic capacity requires significant coordination and cooperation, and it is my fervent hope that this Third Global Taxonomy Workshop will meet its objectives to develop a global strategy for partnerships to build demand-driven taxonomic capacity. I fully trust that each and every one of you, the participants, many of whom have traveled enthusiastically from halfway around the world to be here, will make the most of this opportunity to achieve the important objectives of this Workshop, and disseminate the results widely to the role players in your countries. On this note I declare BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s  3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop, 3GTW, to be formally open, and wish you well in your endeavours here.

