Submission to Workshop on Implementing the GTI Programme of Work, 5 February 2003.

Respondent:

GTI focal point of Japan (National Institute for Environmental Studies, Japan)

Secretariat of Species 2000 Asia Oceania

Contact: Junko Shimura, E-mail: junko@nies.go.jp

1. What your organization as been doing so far in terms of the GTI programme of work,  how you have seen yourselves fitting into its objectives and what the barriers have been;

National level assessment on taxonomic needs and capacity was carried out and reported to Secretariat of CBI) early in 2002. Following this survey, a regional level assessment was carried out by July 2002, the result was presented at the GTI regional workshop in Asia (September 2002, Malaysia). The assessment has continued to increase the coverage of institutes/organizations in the region.

The first GTI regional workshop in Asia, organized by National Institute for Environmental Studies, Japan and relevant groups (ABRS, RBG Sydney, BioNET International LOOPs, Species 2000 Asia Oceania) in the region identified the gap of capacity and knowledge in taxonomy in the region (see the box below).

Summary of Workshop output:

1)This region suffers from very poor coverage of scientific expertise in many taxonomic groups, especially lower organisms. Consequently the knowledge base for many groups is currently well below a level necessary for sound decision-making for conservation or sustainable use.

2)The inadequate pool of taxonomic experts and support staff, with dwindling prospects for new staff, and few university courses and few new students com`mig through, are major obstacles to meeting the increasing demands for comprehensive and up to date information.

3) The increasing average age of taxonomists was previously pointed out at S13ST7FA21, and is still true in 2002 in Asia. More than 60% of experts from responding institutions are over 40 years old.

4) Communication and collaboration among taxonomists in the region need to improve. Existing networks and initiatives are poorly used. Personal copimunication between individuals is important, but poor electronic access hinders even this in many cases.

5) Many Scientists at the meeting expressed concern over the continuing restricted access to scientific material (collections and literature) held elsewhere in the world, particularly in developed countries. Improving access (particularly electronically) to such taxonomic material is a priority.

6) Agreements are needed on access to data and informa ~ion, specimen collection and deposition, intellectual property rights, and benefit-sharing at government level as well as at institutional level. The current permit system for collection of biological data is cumbersome and a major barrier (except in a few cases ) to scientific study. It needs to be simplified. The meeting strongly supported the designation of a competent 'national authority' in each country and economy, which would provide a streamlined approach to obtaining permission for taxonomic research (see Convention on Biological Diversity (A&BS) Bonn guidelines 11 L, 34, 36F, 42E and 63B on collection and use of specimens for taxonomy).

Barriers identified

1) Lack of public awareness of the GTI PoW

2) Poor image of taxonomy as a fundamental science to carry out conservation

3)
Annual budgetary system and strict control on this in one country does not fit to spend money for international project (there is gap timing between the execution in one country and another).

2. What you are already planning for the future in terms of implementation

1)
Ninth October 2003, following up discussion on the result of GTI workshop in Asia (September


2002, Malaysia) will be held in Tsukuba, Japan. First circular will be available upon request


(contact matoba.manami@nies.gojp)
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2)
Philippines agreed to host 2nd GTI regional workshop in Asia

3)
Continue GTI pilot project funded by Global Environmental Research Fund, Japan.


-Web accessible identification tool (Fish).


-Development of database system to produce Field guide/Catalog of cultures


-Development of tools for experts to reduce barrier for databasing their


knowledge/specimens.

3. What commitments you can make for the programme of work, completing, as far as possible, Table

1 in the documents sent earlier, given the perspectives from your organization. (See Table 2 in the documents sent earlier for a draft example from UNESCO-MAB):

1) Update taxonomic needs assessment in the region

2) Develop and link databases of taxonomic information through the GTI pilot project.

3) Sharing and using case studies of successful integration of taxonomy and other sectors.,

4) Make and maintain contact with local focal points of development and implementing agencies; Note that GTI workshop will be held in Japan 9 October 2003.

5) Increasing commitment to partnerships;

6) Make outputs form projects widely accessible so not recreated on project-by-project basis.

7) Train new taxonomist through Japanese GTI pilot project with partners in Indonesia and Thailand.

4. Any ideas on how the programme of work should be made to function effectively - what do we need, what are the gaps, what messages need to be sent to SBSTTA, and to other initiatives;

Result of 1st GTI regional workshop identified and prioritized short-term pilot projects in the region.

* Web list of available country maps (with scale) and gazetteers in region (1: 100,000 appropriate for regional studies).

* Database of taxonomists in region.

* List of identification guides available on Web.

* National workshops/training courses in collection database management (particularly important where no national systematic societies are present).

* Indonesia plans to release their collection management and mapping programs to other countries in the region at the end of this year. As soon as possible thereafter, a training course for taxonomists in this region to learn to how to use these programs would be of significant value.

5. Identify actors to carry out specified tasks and projects emerging from your ideas, ideally with a timescale.

BioNET-INTERNATIONAL; ASEANET; EASIANETI. SACNET-1 Species 2000 Asia-Oceania; the ASEAN Regional Center for Biodiversity Conservation (ARCBC), the South-East Asian Biodiversity Information Network (SEABIN); convention mechanisms (e.g. CITES); existing scientific societies, systematic associations, and organizations such as World Federation of Culture Collections (WFCC). Active GTI focal points in the region.
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