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The Integrated Taxonomic Information System

An Automated Reference Of Scientific And Common Names For

Biological Organisms and their Classification

A Reference:  ITIS contains more than 400,000 accepted scientific names, synonyms, and common names for terrestrial, marine, and freshwater species from all biological kingdoms (animals, plants, fungi, protists, and monera).  It presents the names in a standard classification that contains author, date, distributional, and bibliographic information related to the names.  The system currently focuses on North American species, but also includes worldwide treatment of many groups of birds, fishes, reptiles, mollusks, corals and others.  ITIS is continually growing to include more global coverage of species.  

A Tool:  ITIS provides an accepted scientific name (with a unique Taxonomic Serial Number) as the “common denominator” for accessing information on such topics as biodiversity, invasive species, declining amphibians, migratory birds, fishery stocks, pollinators, agricultural pests, and emerging diseases. A resource manager, scientist, or child in school will be able to instantly find the currently valid name and synonyms for a plant, animal, or microbe.  Those names can then be used to search the web for information on the species, ranging from its genetic makeup, to its basic life history, to its geographical distribution and habitat requirements.  Libraries, museums, and data centers can use ITIS to index their collections.  It is rapidly becoming the taxonomic standard for databases and information networks, aiding in the discovery, comparison, exchange, and integration of biological data.  For example, ITIS is the source of biological names for the National Biological Information Infrastructure (http://www.nbii.gov).  ITIS also allows downloading of its database and workbench, and provides an on-line tool to compare a user’s taxonomic database against the ITIS reference.

A Partnership:  ITIS partners and cooperators include the U. S. Geological Survey, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Smithsonian Institution, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Agricultural Research Service, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the National Park Service, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, and CONABIO (Mexico), among others.  ITIS is a vital component of the US National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII), of the Biota of Canada Information Network (BCIN), and of the Mexican National Biodiversity Information System (SNIB).  ITIS is also a participant in the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) and partner with Species 2000 in developing the Catalogue of Life, an index to the world’s organisms.  ITIS provides taxonomic information services to the public and to professionals.  The ITIS websites (U.S.: <   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.itis.usda.gov
>; Canada: http://sis.agr.gc.ca; Mexico: http://sis.agr.gc.ca; and Brazil: <http://sis.agr.gc.ca/pls/itisca/taxaget?p_ifx=cria&p_lang=pt>) are accessible in English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese versions. 
For More Information Contact:  

Michael Ruggiero

Director, ITIS

Smithsonian Institution, NMNH, MRC 180

Washington, DC 20560-0180

Phone:  202-786-3117, Fax:  202-786-2934

Email: ruggiero.michael@nmnh.si.edu
Sample ITIS report for 

boreoatlantic armhook squid (with all data fields)

Scientific Name:  Gonatus fabricii 

Taxonomic Author: (Lichtenstein, 1818)

Taxonomic Credibility Rating: TWG standards met

Taxonomic Serial Number (TSN): 82419

Kingdom: Animalia

Taxonomic Rank: Species

Vernacular Name: boreoatlantic armhook squid

Jurisdiction: (not available)

Jurisdiction/Origin: (not available)

Geographic Distribution: (not available)

Direct Taxonomic Parent Scientific Name: Gonatus

Direct Taxonomic Parent Rank Name: Genus

Usage: valid

Synonym Name/TSN: Onychoteuthis fabricii Lichtenstein, 1818  TSN 556288

Synonym Name/TSN: Onychoteuthis amoena Moller, 1842  TSN 556788

Synonym Name/TSN: Cheloteuthis rapax Verrill, 1881 TSN 557078
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Expert: Michael J. Sweeney

Other Source: American Mal. Soc., 1989, database (version 1.0)

Comments: (not available)

Classification
Kingdom Animalia -- animals

Phylum Mollusca – mollusks, mollusks

Class Cephalopoda – octopuses, squids

Subclass Coleoidea

Superorder Decabrachia

Order Teuthida

Suborder Oegopsina

Family Gonatidae 
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