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Dear Dr. King,


I am pleased to inform you that the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity was held in The Hague, The Netherlands, from 7 to 19 April 2002. Representatives from more than 175 countries, as well as representatives from international organizations and non-governmental organizations, attended the meeting.  Thirty-two decisions were adopted during this meeting, all of which are available at the following address on our website: www.biodiv.org/decisions. 

Of particular relevance to BioNET-INTERNATIONAL is decision VI/8 on the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI).  In paragraph 1 of the same decision, the Conference of the Parties endorsed the programme of work for the Global Taxonomy Initiative.  In paragraph 6(c) of this decision, the Conference of the Parties requested all Parties and other Governments to initiate the setting up of national and regional networks to aid the Parties in their taxonomic needs in implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity.  In paragraph 7, the Conference of the Parties considered capacity development at the national and regional levels as a driving force in implementing the programme of work.  

Within the programme of work Planned Activity 3 is a ‘Global taxonomic needs assessment’.  The purpose of this is to assist in the production of a concise global plan of action to address the taxonomic impediment to the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and indicate priority actions that can be undertaken at the global level.  

Planned activity 4 of the programme of work is ‘Public awareness and education’.  This work is to raise awareness and educate on the importance of taxonomy to underpin the Convention.  The programme of work suggests that activities by BioNET-INTERNATIONAL could be expanded into a pilot project in this area.
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Planned activity 5 of the programme of Work is ‘Global and regional capacity‑building to support access to and generation of taxonomic information’.  BioNET-INTERNATIONAL is recognized as having a major role to play in increasing human and institutional taxonomic capacity directed at meeting the needs of implementing the Convention.  It is mentioned as acting as a pilot project in this area.

Planned activity 6 of the programme of work is ‘Strengthening of existing networks for regional cooperation in taxonomy’.  BioNET-INTERNATIONAL is cited as an actor in this process, and identified as proposer of pilot projects.

Planned activity 7 of the programme of work is to ‘Develop a coordinated global taxonomy information system.’  This activity requires participation in  preparing an agreed strategy to develop information services that optimizes access to taxonomic information systems world-wide. This strategy would also include common standards for exchange of data and consideration of intellectual property rights.

Planned activity 14 of the programme of work relates to access and benefit-sharing.  The purpose of the planned activity is to enable countries to identify and manage genetic resources, and to enable access by countries of origin to information about ex-situ holdings and expertise in conservation of specimens etc.


I wish to thank BioNET-INTERNATIONAL for its contribution to the development of the Convention’s Global Taxonomy Initiative work plan, and would like to request further assistance from BioNET-INTERNATIONAL in the implementation of decision VI/8. In particular, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity would like to continue to collaborate closely with BioNET-INTERNATIONAL in the setting up and development of subregional taxonomic networks.  In this regard, I would like to invite you to provide us with your views regarding priorities that have been developed by the subregional networks already in existence and any other relevant information developed by these and other networks as they are developed.  I also look forward to the results of the work to take place at the Global workshop on needs-driven taxonomic capacity building in Pretoria this July, and would be grateful if you could keep us updated on BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s activities relevant to the programme of work for the Convention’s Global Taxonomy Initiative .


I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation for BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s valuable contributions to the work of the Convention, and look forward to our continued collaboration in the implementation of the GTI work programme.









Yours sincerely,









Hamdallah Zedan









Executive Secretary
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