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I
ISSUES DISCUSSED

1. Current constraints

(a) Funding shortage

(b) Lack of knowledge about BioNET activities

(c) Language differences between countries

(d) Lack of facilities

· Identification services

· Internet access

(e) Lack of coordination between regional bodies (ASEAN, SAARC etc.)

(f) Disparity between developed, developing and least developed countries in wisdom sharing

2. Current initiatives
(a) Six Networks

(b) Heterogeneous 

· Least developed

· Developing

· Developed

(c) Similar problems

· Insufficient taxonomic capacity (matter of degree)

(d) Solutions will differ

3. Focus

(a) Achievement of minimal taxonomic standards in countries/regions

4. Support from Donors/Agencies

(a) Context of CBD/WTO outcomes

(b) Sustainability of development

(c) Food security

(d) Trade/market access

(e) Revenue generation

(f) Poverty alleviation

5. Inventories

(a) Capacities

(b) Existing networks/organisations 

II
RECOMMENDATIONS/ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

1. Access to publications through Electronic Media

2. Publish electronically/ via Electronic Journals (to provide access to all)

3. Establish Regional and Sub-regional Reference collections

4. Human Resources Development by Sabbaticals, Exchange Programs Attachments etc.

5. Lists of species prepared so far be made available to others (hardcopy and/or electronic)

6. Set up a  Taxonomic Research Support Fund in the region

7. Establish Internet Connectivity

8. Needs Assessments of Countries/Regions

9. A concrete line of action be agreed to prepare a database of existing information and what is needed

10. Standardization of the existing databases be made by digitisation (IUCN/SIS).

11. Prepare a Directory containing all relevant taxonomic information

12. All this information should be made available locally

13. Small Working Groups be formed from among the networks to implement these and other actions
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