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The African Pollinator Initiative (API) is the African network of the International Pollinator Initiative (IPI), which was formed by the Convention on Biological Diversity (Decision V/5, 2000).

Higher plants are the primary producers of terrestrial ecosystems and they are pivotal to many essential ecosystem services; like oxygen production, carbon sequestration, reduction of green house gasses, prevention of soil erosion, nitrogen fixation. Pollination is a fundamental requisite for sexual reproduction. Although many reproduce vegetatively, sexual reproduction is needed for adaptation to environmental change, fruit and seed production. These, apart from being a source of food for people and animal, are the dormancy and dispersal phase of plants.

Pollination is therefore also an essential ecosystem service, and a prerequisite to all the other essential services provided by plants. 

As there is diversity in the plant world, which creates different foods for the variety of animals, and diverse diets for people. So there are many different pollinators; some are general and visit many different plants, others have specific food plant requirements. This diversity must be maintained to preserve the diversity of life.

Pollinators, as the providers of an essential ecosystem service, require special conservation consideration:

· Some are uniquely linked to the plants they pollinate, like bees that pollinate their food plants.

· They may nest far from the plants they pollinate, and therefore severely affected by habitat fragmentation.

· They must be sufficiently abundant and diverse to provide an adequate service, and conservation strategies should maintain commonness of some species.

· Rehabilitation of plants with unique pollinator will be very difficult.

· Many pollinators are very sensitive to toxic chemicals, and other form of environmental degradation.

This has lead, during the development of API, to the philosophy of pollination conservation, i.e., the conservation of essential ecosystem services, and to specific threatened pollination services with red-data-listed pollination services.

The purpose of API is to:

· Monitor pollinator decline, its causes and its impact on pollination services.

· Address the lack of taxonomic information on pollinators.

· Assess the economic value of pollination and the economic impact of the decline of pollination services.

· Promote the conservation and the restoration and sustainable use of pollinator diversity in agriculture and related ecosystems.

