Taxonomical databases: more then just dubious species lists 
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The last decade many taxonomical databases for many taxa have been developed. When looking in detail at these products, a wide variety of database structures types can be found.

Starting from a taxonomist’s point of view, finding the needed data in these so-called taxonomical databases is almost impossible. This mainly because in many cases these databases are restricted to just species lists of dubious origin and information is not logically structured for users not familiar with the particular database. There is a need for databases giving more than just lists.

The starting point for a taxonomical database should be the taxonomical position and all information available on the taxonomy. Linked to this taxonomical overview different types of information can be added. An overview of specimen material available in different musea and an overview of the literature giving morphological or ecological information are of prior interest because this can be used as a starting point for fearther research for a large group of end users. Based on the literature geographic distribution information can be added. A next level of information should be morphological, molecular and ecological information. This information should be extracted from literature but should remain connected to the original data source. Connection to the data source is of high value because comparing the interpreted data available in the database with the source where data has been extracted from can be usefull as ways of interpretation sometimes change. Pictoral information would enlarge the value in terms of species identification.

Connected to this basic information structure, additional databases with derived information should be created. Identification keys, discussion boards on topics concerning species or taxons would make it possible that these fora become reaally alive. Recent internet technologies now used for mainly commercial purpose would be tools serving perfectly within the field of taxonomy as this is neither a stable field but rather a growing variable field within biology of global interest.

Before getting to a database driven kind of ‘new’ taxonomy, many mainly idealogical obstacles have to be taken.

