Endorsements and Messages of Support for 3GTW
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Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

I am very pleased to endorse and support the activities of the Global Workshop "Towards Sustainable development: partnerships for demand-driven taxonomic capacity building".

As you know, the 'taxonomic impediment' has been identified as a major issue, leading the sixth Conference of the Parties to the Convention to declare "taxonomy to be a priority in implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity".  The same meeting decided on the need for a programme of work for the CBD's Global Taxonomy Initiative.  This includes as its Planned Activity 3 a 'Global taxonomic needs assessment'.  The workshop, including as it does an analysis by many stakeholders on the taxonomic needs facing Convention themes and issues, and the development of strategies to deal with them, will serve to meet the objective of this activity.  I am particularly pleased that we have been able to work together to ensure that the priorities identified by the Parties to the Convention can be addressed in this manner.

The Convention on Biological Diversity relies for its implementation on the hard and dedicated work of many individuals.  I would like to thank you, and all of the participants in the workshop, for your hard work in support of the conservation, sustainable use, and equitable access to the benefits of the world's biodiversity.

Jo MULONGOY

Principal Officer, Scientific, Technical and Technological Matters

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
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IUCN - The World Conservation Union
IUCN is delighted to endorse the Third Global Taxonomy Workshop. Much of our work is focused on Biodiversity, and taxonomy provides the organizing principle for much of this.  Further, many of our members are actively involved in taxonomic work and public education that depends on sound taxonomy. That said, we also recognize that taxonomy has seemed to take a back seat to other, more high-tech, aspects of biology. We are hopeful that the approval of the Global Taxonomy Initiative programme of work by the Conference of Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity at the Hague in April of this year signals a re-awakening of interest in taxonomy, not least in the biodiversity-rich countries of the tropics. In order to take full advantage of new advances in genetics and information technology, new institutions need to be established (such as INBio in Costa Rica, SABONET in Southern Africa and CONABIO in Mexico). Greater capacity is also required at the individual level, both through improved University - level academic preparation and fellowships that enable developing country scientists to work in some of the great taxonomic collections in the north. We hope very much that the Pretoria Workshop will give an additional boost to the Global Taxonomy Initiative, and we are very pleased to be part of this initiative.

Jeffrey A McNeely, Chief Scientist, IUCN- The World Conservation Union
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Organisation des Nations Unies pour l’éducation, la science et la culture

Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura

REF.: SC/ECO/  


28 June 2002

From the Office of the Director, Division of ecological sciences.

Dear Nick

I am writing to apologies for not being able to be present personally at the 3GTW meeting you are organizing in Pretoria in July this year.  At the same time, I would like to offer the full support of UNESCO-MAB for this, the Third Global Taxonomy Workshop, and underline the support we have for the meeting – and I confirm we will participate in the meeting.  

As you know UNESCO-MAB is very interested in the critical issue of Capacity Building, and in finding and developing partnerships for better taxonomy, from description to prescription, as it were!  The adoption of a comprehensive work programme for the GTI by the Conference of the Parties to the CBD in April in The Hague means there is now an urgent need to keep the agenda moving.  Although much of our work is in the ecosystem management field, we know well that our efforts are for nought unless we manage to develop taxonomic capacity simultaneously.

I understand that the 3GTW will have a key role in providing input for the GTI work plan as it is revised and restructured.  The plan itself needs to be soundly based on a well-researched needs assessment – which I know is part of the agenda of the meeting.  It will also be very important to have assured directions for action, and clear ideas of support for the very complex plan of Action now agreed.  I believe the 3GTW meeting will really be able to make a difference to this process.  While this global meeting is important, it is also important to focus on issues that have regional specificity – which I am sure is on your agenda.

Although its agenda is very full, the timing of this meeting may well allow for results to be presented to the World Summit for Sustainable Development meeting to be held in Johannesburg in late August.

So, we will try to help where we can, and welcome the initiative you have in calling the meeting.  As I mentioned at the outset, this event is extremely timely, given the range of activities that are underway globally, and it is good to see that BioNET continues to maintain a lead in this area.  UNESCO-MAB sees the Workshop, and BioNET’s actions as being essential to delivery of sound efforts for capacity building.  We look forward to the outcomes of the meeting, and to working with you in the future on these issues.  

Best regards,
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Peter Bridgewater
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Division of Ecological Sciences - Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB)

1, rue Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 15, France

Tel. direct: +33 (0)1 45 68 40 67                       Fax: +33 (0)1 45 68 58 32

E-mail: p.bridgewater@unesco.org                                  

Web: http://www.unesco.org/mab
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June 25, 2002

Dr. Nicholas King

Director

BioNET-INTERNATIONAL - The Global Network for Taxonomy

Bakeham Lane

Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY

United Kingdom

Dear Dr. King:

I would like to thank you and Dr. Smith for your invitation to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) to participate in the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop and again express my regrets that we are unable to send a representative from the Millennium Assessment Panel or Secretariat.  We are just now completing a series of nearly a dozen workshops held over the last four months to launch the various working groups.  Those meetings and their immediate follow-up have made it impossible for us to attend other key events including the 3GTW.

With this letter, I would like to stress the importance that we associate with the work of BioNET-International and with the outcomes of the Global Taxonomy Workshop.  I believe that the MA can provide a valuable service in furthering the agenda developed by the 3GTW and, in turn, the workshop and its action plan can provide important input to the MA.

As you know, the Millennium Assessment was established to fill an institutional ‘gap’ perceived by both scientists and governments:  the absence of a mechanism like the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) that could help bring the findings of science concerning biodiversity and ecosystems to bear on the needs of decision makers.  The MA was created as an “IPCC for Biodiversity and Ecosystems” and has now been authorized as a leading source of scientific assessment input by three international conventions (Convention on Biodiversity, Convention to Combat Desertification, and Ramsar Wetlands Convention).

Extensive consultation with both governments and other stakeholders in the private sector and civil society has helped to focus the MA on issues of greatest relevance to decision-makers.  The MA working groups that are now being formed will now prepare syntheses of the literature on these topics.  Many of the issues that have been identified through consultation with the users of the MA relate closely to the likely action items that will be considered during the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop.  For example:

· How many species are extant, and how can we make a comprehensive species database?  

· How well can patterns of diversity of well known groups of be used to predict patterns of diversity in poorly known groups? 

· How well are documented species extinctions likely to represent species extinctions in the same taxonomic groups in regions more poorly studied or in more poorly known taxonomic groups?  

· What has been the recorded and estimated loss and gain of species and genetically distinct populations in undomesticated and domesticated (e.g., agriculture, plantation) ecosystems?

· What is the rate of species extinction? 

· Which are the priority ecosystems and regions at risk?

· What methods can be used for rapid assessment of biodiversity?

· What opportunities exist for enhancing the contributions of biodiversity to human well-being?

All of these issues will require the input of the taxonomic research community either as authors or reviewers of the MA products.  In turn, the MA will be able to play a useful role in furthering some aspects of the action plan developed at the 3GTW.  The experience of the IPCC has shown that assessments can play a pivotal role in stimulating increased support of research by demonstrating to policy makers where research gaps constrain their ability to make wise decisions on issues that matter to the decision-maker.   Effective assessments like the IPCC and the MA serve an important role not only by identifying where considerable certainty exists within the scientific community but also where uncertainty exists on issues relevant to decision-makers needs.   If the MA succeeds in bringing the expertise of the taxonomic research community to bear on questions such as those listed above, it will also succeed in demonstrating to decision-makers some of the critical research needs that deserve greater priority in setting research agendas and providing research support.

As with the IPCC, the MA process is based on the involvement of experts in their individual capacity to serve as Coordinating Lead Authors, Lead Authors and Expert Reviewers of the various documents.  Help from the 3GTW in nominating individuals to serve in these capacities and in fostering a thorough review of the MA products within the taxonomic research community would be of tremendous value.  In addition, over the next few months we will release more detailed chapter outlines of the various MA products.  Input from the experts at the 3GTW into these outlines, and possibly the preparation and publication of papers or reports bearing directly on questions that will be posed in those outlines could also be a tremendous service.

Again, I apologize that we are unable to be represented at the meeting, although I know that several of the individuals already involved in the MA design meetings or as Coordinating Lead Authors will be attending.  I hope that you have a most successful workshop.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Walter Reid
Director

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
ICLARM Office



Tel: 60-4-626-1606 Ext. 524

P.O. Box 500 GPO



Fax: 60-4-626-5530

10670 Penang, Malaysia


reid@millenniumassessment.org

cc:
Dr. Richard Smith
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