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Access and Benefit Sharing: the need for resourcing participation in international agreements regionally and internationally

1. Constraints to resourcing taxonomic input

a. Lack of appropriate policies and legislation

b. Attitude (mistrust and fear) – exploited and those seemingly exploiting

c. Lack of awareness, rights and responsibilities

2. What role should taxonomists play

a. Document comprehensive taxonomic information

b. Share scientific information and discoveries with custodians of indigenous knowledge and local people to increase understanding and trust

3. Taxonomists - in development programmes

a. Taxonomists should be involved in all relevant decision making processes and implementation. The role and participation of taxonomists in this case should be clearly stipulated in the legislation.

b. Taxonomists must create awareness about their products and services in all relevant sectors of the government.

c. Taxonomists should create linkages with all relevant stakeholder for easier communication and dissemination of information

d. Provide user friendly and easily accessible information

e. Network – to access the required expertise

4. Taxonomy better built into development programmes

a. Integrate taxonomy in all natural resource development programmes (government policy)

5. Sustainability - Taxonomic Capacity Building

a. Taxonomists to adopt and assimilate new tools and technologies in order to increase efficiency and accuracy of their products (including training)

b. GTI focal points to lobby for government support and commitment to taxonomy and taxonomic capacity building.

6. New approaches, roles and partnerships

a. Taxonomists to recognize, acknowledge and preserve traditional knowledge

b. Develop innovative ways to add value to taxonomic data, identify critical gaps and work on them.

c. Establish strategic partnerships and linkages with e.g. private sector especially those interested in bioprospecting and community based organizations
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