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Role of Information Facilities

1. Role of Information facilities

a. Primary role is to communicate information thereby creating communal values;

b. Promote collaboration among interested sectors and stakeholders;

c. Success can be measured by its relevancy in policy making and in reaching its target population;

d. Role is to breach the communication space between communities, i.e., academic, policy-making/government, public, etc.;

e. Success can be measured if it serves its user base. This implies a need for ongoing review and a participatory approach in design and use.

2. Uniqueness and Overlaps

a. Complementarity is a positive element;

b. Interaction and cooperation among thematic and international/regional/national levels is a positive element;

c. Taxonomy, as cross-cutting issue, reinforces collaboration

3. Needs

a. Need for visionary leadership;

b. Need for articulating value accrued from participation;

c. Need to accelerate the sharing of information;

d. Need to digitise collections

e. Need to define Political vs Technical roles

f. Need for long-term perspective, particularly funding;

g. Need to address language issues.
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