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Taxonomic Science Needs

6 Point Summary

1. 
Products should be developed for the benefit of people from all classes, including those at the lower levels of education, i.e. school children.

2. 
Electronic keys and automated keys should be developed that are:

- not too complicated

- made known to the people

- accessible

- not too expensive

3.
Taylor-made keys should be developed and introduced in the end-users group with training programmes on how to use the expert systems and on morphology of the taxa of interests.
4. 
Use the Internet facilities and develop keys on the Internet.

5. 
Partnerships should be organised around specific problems, dictating which partners should be involved to solve the problems, such as linkages with the end-users. 

6. 
We, ourselves have to undertake activities to find available funding
Discussions Points
1. Who are the end-users?

The following categories that have different needs were identified as the end-users:

· taxonomists

· ecologists

· biologists (not trained in systematics and taxonomy)

· general public

· private sector (including farmers)

· (non-) governmental institutions

2.
What are the priority end-user taxonomic products and services required?

The needs are already been listed by BIGCAT (BioNET-INTERNATIONAL) (see these).

Apart from electronic keys, automated keys have to be developed.

3.

What is currently deficient about such taxonomic products/outputs/services?

· too complicated keys

· too expensive to produce

· lack of awareness of the services available

· inaccessibility of the available services
4.
What improvements are needed in products/outputs/services

Products should be developed for the benefit of people from all classes, including those at the lower levels of education, i.e. school children. There is a problem, however, i.e. the many undescribed species in the developing countries. You need indigenous expertise to describe these species. Simple keys should be considered as much a quality product as a paper-publication is by the scientific community. 

· training, especially on using the keys and on morphology, should go together with the keys

· reference collections should be established

· personnel, should be appointed that are trained in taxonomy

· software should be developed to build databases

5.
What new or strengthened approaches are possible to meet these needs, especially partnerships?

· persuade government and institution’s directors that taxonomy is important

· connect taxonomists to the problems faced in identification of quarantine/invasive species/biodiversity assessments, etc.

· taxonomists cannot solve the problems on their own, a multidisciplinary approach is required

· in taxonomical institutions there should come a mind change from classical taxonomy towards applied taxonomy, or techniques that people will find more relevant

· widen public appreciation for taxonomy, that will channel funding into taxonomic work

· taxonomists have to make themselves more relevant by providing more than a name for themselves

6.

What new ways of doing things can enhance such capacity building?

Partnerships should be organised around specific problems, dictating which partners should be involved to solve problems, such as linkages to/with the end-users!

7. 
Who is going to undertake these activities?

We, ourselves have to undertake some of the activities to find the available funding. Working through our governmental departments and ensuring that they comply with the conventions that they have signed, which require the use of taxonomic services, will ensure the use of taxonomic expertise required in implementing these conventions.
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