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1. WFCC input to the GTI programme

The WFCC has not directly had any input to the GTI programme although individual members may have contributed.  The lack of information and funding are seen as impediments.  The WFCC is a subscription based voluntary organisation and relies on active members to carry out work on its behalf.  Finding the time to contribute to such initiatives is a problem, particularly without funding to support the activity.

2. What is the WFCC planning for the future in terms of implementation;

The WFCC membership comprises biological resource collections including biosystematic expertise.  Recognising that fewer taxonomists are being trained and more skilled people are retiring than new ones are trained the WFCC sees a role in providing better access to authentic biological resources, existing expertise in the member collections and human resource training. The WFCC is planning at least three training courses in the next two years (one in Morocco in 2003, two associated with its international congress in Japan, 2004) and it will be helping support another this year in Malaysia. It will continue to be active in international initiatives such as GBIF and the OECD Biological Resource Collection Initiative and attend CBD stakeholders meetings.  A key opportunity will be the tenth WFCC International Congress for Culture Collections to be held in Japan, 2004.

Key goals of the WFCC set by the relevant committees

Biodiversity

· Promote public awareness and an understanding amongst policy makers and funding agencies of the biodiversity resources available in culture collections and the role of these resources in underpinning science, industry and biotechnology.

· Foster the need for an increase in resources available for exploring microbial biodiversity and for the training of microbial taxonomists and ecologists to speed progress in our knowledge, particularly in developing countries.

· Collaborate nationally and internationally with Governments and Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) secretariat ensure continued unimpeded access to essential microbial resources for science.

Capacity Building and Education

· Establishment of  standardised training courses

· Publicise training possibilities widely 

· Review of training tools

· Assess need/feasibility for development of a WFCC policy on training and competency in collaboration with the Standards and Normalisation Committee.

Patent and Industrial Property 

· To provide WFCC members with comprehensive guidelines to quote with Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) matters in daily operations. To inform WFCC members about relevant IPR rules and to suggest a coherent implementation of relevant international, regional and national rules in IPR matters. 

· Maintain Permanent Observer Status with the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO)

Postal, Quarantine and Safety Regulations

· Gathering and distribution of information on quarantine, safety and shipping data world-wide. 

· Become proactive in the  development stages of new relevant legislation.

· Review of safety standards for Microbial Resource Collections.

Networking and Inter-operability

· Follow-up on relevant developments on networking and systems interoperability of distributed species databases;

· Build-up interfaces and collaboration with relevant initiatives (international , regional and national);

· Build-up mechanisms (web site, documents, and articles) to keep the WFCC membership informed on relevant publications, developments and events on networking and systems interoperability;

Standards and Normalization

· Promote further definition and dissemination of both the general ideal and the minimum essential standards for authentication of cultures accepted and offered by global bioresources.

· Provide solutions to problematic data management issues currently confronting national bioresources.

Endangered Collections
· To promote collaboration between established culture collections to enable their long-term sustainability.

· To provide a focal point for any collection (industrial/private/academic) which considers itself to be endangered or in need of help or advice with respect to its future sustainability and seek mechanisms for alleviation of their problems.

· To assess the requirements of endangered collections that seek assistance, and to provide any support, advice or practical help to facilitate the continued survival of that collection; preferably in situ.

World Data Centre for Microorganisms

The WFCC WDCM is an international information resource for the compilation of data on the location, function, and expertise of culture collections for microorganisms, cultured cell lines, and genetic elements, and provides on-line access to this data. The WDCM serves as a gateway to other international databases on microbial diversity, culture collection catalogues, services, and molecular data concerned with microorganisms. The WDCM Executive Board acts as an advisory body to facilitate the objectives of the WDCM and provides expert advice.

3. Input to the programme of work

WFCC commitment to actions to implement the Strategy and Action Plan for Taxonomy developed at the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop, 8-12 July 2002

Strategy element

(no. reflects numbering in the original strategy)
Actions

1. Generate effective political and multi-sectoral commitment

to fulfil national and international obligations
· Raise awareness of taxonomy in activities and fora where represented

2. Awareness and action:

Improve access to and analysis of policy level information within the taxonomic community
· Disseminate information to members through electronic and hardcopy communications

· Liaison with CBD National Focal points

3.Meet stakeholder (end-user) needs
· Assist with needs assessments

· Assist with stakeholder workshops

· Assist with delivery of products through projects

4. Taxonomic information: 

Improve access to and exchange of taxonomic information and products
· Improve access to specimens and data through WFCC and WDCM web sites;

· Exploit appropriate information technology;

· Improve access and communication among experts;

· Improve transfer and interpretation of taxonomic products from providers to users.

5. Accelerate the full taxonomic cycle
· Improve and develop new tools and technologies in taxonomic research;

· Improve response times – provide quicker and more accurate identification and description;

· Assist in elaborating new approaches to cycle

· Assist in dissemination of outputs to user community

6. Capacity building
· Train new taxonomists and biological resource managers;

· Establish Regional biodiversity Centres based on existing infrastructure;

· Enhance collaboration and exchange of biological resources

7. Global partnership
· Increase synergy WFCC and BioNET LOOPS (regional networks of BioNET)

· Promote Access and Benefit-sharing for inclusiveness of all

8. Maintaining taxonomy as a discipline
· Support and strengthen existing collections and networks;

· Generate interest in taxonomy as a science and encourage people to join discipline; 

· Develop and improve training programmes;

· Develop mechanisms for linking taxonomists to end users;

9. Resourcing
· Develop co-funding partnerships 

· Assist with workshops aimed at developing project proposals for funding (e.g. GEF)

4. Ideas on how the programme of work should be made to function effectively

Needs

Co-ordination of activities – collaboration between international initiatives e.g. OECD Biological Resource Centre Initiative, GBIF, BioNET International etc.

Partnerships between key players and end users

A manageable and realistic plan to sustain biosystematics

Gaps

Access to funds

Conservation and utilisation of biodiversity under the CBD requires co-ordinated taxonomic activity to provide the necessary information and knowledge

Co-ordinated training and education for new biosystematists

Messages to SBSTTA, and to other initiatives

Find mechanisms to co-ordinate activities and direct funding to key initiatives

Put in place mechanisms to reduce the gaps in knowledge of the extent of biodiversity and for example describe the 1.4 million fungi yet to be discovered

Put in place mechanisms to digitise the information in collections that is currently not available

5. Identify actors to carry out specified tasks and projects emerging from your ideas, ideally with a timescale.

The WFCC Secretariat can help co-ordinate activities relevant to its committees outlined above and locate experts amongst its 700 members to participate in collaborative activities
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For further information on CABI please visit: http://www.cabi-bioscience.org

UK National Culture Collection catalogues and information can be found on: http://www.ukncc.co.uk

World Federation for Culture Collections web site: http://www.wfcc.info
